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7th Annual MAD Dash 5K & Fun Run Breaks Record for Participation 

The Seventh Annual MAD Dash 5K & Fun Run raised over $20,000 for 
Surry County School System students and teachers.  The race held on 
Saturday, April 27, 2019, and hosted by the Surry County Schools 
Educational Foundation, had over 600 participants racing through the 
streets of Dobson, NC, with hundreds more volunteers and spectators 
cheering them on!  This is the event’s largest number of participants since 
the race began.   
 

The 5K began on the Surry Community College campus and finished at the 
50-yard line of the Surry Central High School Rex Mitchell Track and Field.  
Dozens of children participated in a Fun Run following the 5K.  Additionally, all 11 
Surry County Schools elementary GROW (Go Run Our World) Strong Teams 
competed in the event.  Each team goes through a 10-week training after school.  
The training not only prepares students to participate in the 5K but also teaches 
positive characteristics like determination, confidence, self-pride and race etiquette. 
 

“Thank you to all of our participants and our sponsors for making this event 
successful.  Surry Insurance, our Event Sponsor, is a great supporter of our 
Foundation and students,” said John Priddy, Foundation Chairperson.  Renfro 
Corporation and Carolina Carports were the Finish Line Sponsors, and 
Allegacy Federal Credit Union and NC Granite Corp. were the Food & Drink 
Sponsors. 
 

“The generous community and sponsor support we receive for this race will help 
students and teachers experience fantastic learning opportunities inside and outside 
the classroom,” said Dr. Travis L. Reeves, Superintendent of Surry County Schools.  
“We also want our community to have positive and healthy events to enjoy.  The 
MAD Dash is a great event!” 
 

The top three male finishers were Kevin Pack, who completed the course with a 
time of 17:33.2, Lecrone Joshua at 19:00.7, and Landon Smith with a time of 
19:31.3. The top three female finishers were Alaina Cruise at 22:09.6, Ashley Sumner at 22:19.7 and 
Amelia York at 23:11.3. Traxx, the 2019 prize sponsor, presented a gift to the overall first place male 
and female winners.        
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June 18, 2019 

3rd Annual Sharon Hardy Memorial  
Par 3 Tournament 

Hardy’s Custom Golf, Mount Airy, NC 

September 12, 2019 
9th Annual Academic Golf Classic 

Pilot Knob Park, Pilot Mountain, NC 
 
 

April 25, 2020 
8th Annual MAD Dash 5K & Fun Run 

Surry Central High School, Dobson, NC 

Contact: 
Ashley H. Mills, Foundation Liaison 
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Runners of all ages compete in the 
MAD Dash 5K on April 27, 2019 

The top three females finishers 
are, from left, Ashley Sumner, 

Alaina Cruise, and Amelia York.  

The top three male runners 
are, from left, Lecrone Joshua, 

Kevin Pack, and Landon Smith.  

Event Sponsor 



Surry County Schools Educational Foundation Celebrates Supporters at Annual 
Teacher Showcase and Donor Appreciation Dinner 
 

The Surry County Schools Educational Foundation honored donors and teachers October 29, 2018, 
at the Surry Community College Viticulture Center during the Teacher Showcase and Donor 
Appreciation Dinner.  The Foundation hosts this event annually to 
showcase the innovative projects funded by the Foundation’s 
Enhanced Learning Mini-Grant program.   
 
Ten educators demonstrated the innovative projects they are utilizing 
in the classroom thanks to the funds received from the Foundation’s 
Enhanced Learning Mini-Grant program. Students were also on-hand 
to talk about what they enjoy about the projects and how it impacts 
their learning.   
 
Mr. John Priddy, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
Educational Foundation, opened the evening with a welcome to all 
attending, including Surry County Board of Education members, 
Foundation Board members, donors, and supporters of the Foundation. Subsequently, Dr. Travis L. 
Reeves, Superintendent of Surry County Schools, provided background on the Next Generation 
Career Academy (NGCA), an innovative and highly successful program Surry County Schools 
embarked on last year through a partnership with Surry Community College.  The NGCA, funded by 
a generation donation from the Golden Leaf Foundation, gives high school students opportunities to 
work in local business doing paid internships.  Likewise, businesses gain prospective employees to 
fill job vacancies. 
 
Mr. Brian Johnson, President of Johnson Granite, is one business partner who expressed his 
gratitude for NGCA at Tuesday night’s event.  Mr. Johnson also communicated that his company’s 
experience with the unique program has been very positive. “Zeke Benge [a former NGCA intern 
with Johnson Granite] has been a great addition to our company. He worked hard and was willing to 
learn more about our business. Because of that, we hired Zeke to work full-time.”  Mr. Johnson 
further explained, “The program is helping my company 
find talent from the high schools.” Mr. Johnson went on to 
say, “Hard work pays off.  I am a third generation stone 
cutter.  The hard work that goes into this business is not 
easy.  Zeke has shown that he is a hard worker who does 
not shy away from a challenge. That’s why we are happy 
to have him on our team.” 
 
At the conclusion of the program, Chairman Priddy ended 
the night with a special thank you to donors and 
supporters of the Foundation.   

Gracie Beasley works with an Osmo kit displayed 

by Rachel King of White Plains Elementary. 
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Talk About a Revolution: A Living Museum at Westfield Elementary School 
 
Mr. Billy Pell led the 4th and 5th grade classes of Westfield Elementary in the 
presentation "Talk About a Revolution: A Living Museum" during the winter PTO 
program at the school. The project is a 2018 Enhanced Learning Mini-Grant 
project.  This program went along with their reading unit on the American 
Revolution. 
 
Students researched historical figures and events. Angela Caswell worked with 
students on music and their skits. They wrote reports and created backdrops for 
their person or event.  
 
“Each student really got into this project,” said Pell.  “From the history of the war, to 
the backgrounds of each historical person, to the outcomes of each individual’s role 
in the war, our students created a living museum for our school’s community to 
learn from and enjoy.” 
 

The museum was divided into seven different sections, including: 
 *The Hall of Historical Figures:  Students dressed in period costumes, produced art to go along 
    with the figures’ setting, and discussed his/her figures’ life during the revolutionary war.  
    Eighteen historical figures were represented including King George, George and Martha 
    Washington, Molly Pitcher, James Forten, and John and Abigail Adams. 
 *The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere: A dramatic reading  
 *The Boston Tea Party: A musical performance 
 *Betsy Ross: A musical performance 
 *The Boston Massacre: A dramatic performance 
 *Yankee Doodle: A recorder/handbell performance 
 *Valley Forge and the Battle of Monmouth: A dramatic performance 
 
The entire student population, as well as parents attending the program, 

visited each section of the Revolution presentation.  The 
Foundation’s Board of Directors is so pleased that such a 
creative program was made available to a large number of 
students and the community. 
 
“I think these kids will remember all parts of the ‘Talk About a Revolution’ project for 
a long time.  The passion and excitement Mr. Pell has shown for this project is 
contagious,” said John Priddy, Foundation Chairperson.  “We have all learned a lot, 
and I know his students and community really enjoyed this project.” 
 
The Surry County Schools Educational Foundation Enhanced Learning Mini-Grant 
Program provides educators funding for creative and innovative learning 

opportunities with a focus on STEM education, reading achievement, and/or the arts.  Each year, the 
Foundation provides $15,000 for these projects from Surry County Schools teachers. 

Zeke Benge, third from left, and Brian Johnson, fourth from 

right, were the guest speakers at the Surry County Schools 

Educational Foundation annual dinner on Oct 30.  Pictured with 

the speakers are (from left) Zeke’s parents Ralph and Deanna 

Benge, Zeke, Ingram Johnson, Brian, Dr. Travis L. Reeves, 

Leslie Reeves, County Commissioner Larry Johnson.  

(Photo courtesy Jennifer Slate.)  

Billy Pell opens the Living 
Museum at Westfield Elem. 

Betsy Ross (Cheyenne Thompson) 
and her sewing circle women, 

(Dayton Haynes, Katie Seal, 
Santana Southern, Presley Hiatt) 
present information about the first 

American flag to WES students. 

The Boston Tea Party 
performers prepare for the 
song, “Down, Down, Down”. 


